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Coronavirus: Destination Updates 

As the COVID-19 cases in India touch an all-time high, India celebrated the 74th 

Independence Day following pandemic precautions.  

INDIA 

On 15 August, India marked its 74th Independence Day. Unlike previous years, the celebrations were 
low-key in terms of participation of people keeping all the safety and social distance norms issued 
by the government  
 
India's coronavirus count has risen to over 2.8 million with 69,652 new cases in the last 24 hours. 
The fresh cases marked the biggest one-day jump in the country so far. Over 2 million people have 
recovered from COVID-19, taking the recovery rate to 73.90 per cent as per statement released by 
the Ministry of Health.  
 
Maharashtra accounts for the maximum of cases (628,642), followed by Tamil Nadu (355,449), 
Andhra Pradesh (316,003), Karnataka (249,590), Uttar Pradesh (167,510) and Delhi (156,139). 
 
Although scheduled International passenger flights remains suspended in India, the government 
has established air travel “bubbles” arrangements with the United States, UK, France, Germany, 
UAE, Qatar and Maldives. It is negotiating with 13 more countries on similar scheme. These include 
Australia, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Nigeria, Bahrain, Israel, Kenya, the Philippines, Russia, 
Singapore, South Korea, Thailand and neighboring countries like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
Afghanistan, Nepal and Bhutan. 
 
Vistara airline has announced that it will operate special, non-stop flights between Delhi 
and London Heathrow from 28 August to 30 September 2020, marking its foray in long-
haul international operations. 
 
In a welcoming move for the tourism industry, the state government of Kerala announced a relief 
package Rupees 455 crore (+/- USD 61 million) for the industry. It is hoped that the financial 
package presented by Kerala will inspire other states and the central government to work out a 
similar package for the ailing travel industry of India. 
 
The coronavirus case count in India now stands at 29,05,800 cases with 21,58,946 (74.30%) 
recoveries according to latest health ministry figures. 54,849 (1.89%)  people have died due to the 
virus.  
 
Click here to view – The COVID 19 Tracker for India. 
 
For the latest national updates you may visit https://www.mygov.in/covid-19/ 

 

 

 

 

http://216.144.210.171/crm/India-COVID-19-Tracker.pdf
https://www.mygov.in/covid-19/
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NEPAL 

After 1,000 new coronavirus cases were reported in a single day across the country and 205 cases in 

the capital Kathmandu, the Nepal government   temporarily banned public and religious gatherings 

and most transportation in its capital Kathmandu and surrounding areas on Wednesday, asking 

residents to stay home to control the spread of the coronavirus as cases surge. The curbs will apply 

to Kathmandu Valley for a week till August 26, but could be extended.   

The Nepal government has also restricted domestic and international passenger flights as well as 

long-distance transport services until August 31.  

The coronavirus case count in Nepal now stands at 28,938 cases with 17,700 (61.2%) recoveries 

according to latest health ministry figures. 120 (0.4%) deaths are reported due to the virus.  

For the latest national updates you may visit https://covid19.mohp.gov.np/#/ 

BHUTAN 

The government of Bhutan announced its first nationwide lockdown starting August 11 after a 

returning resident tested positive for coronavirus after being discharged from quarantine and 

coming into close contact with people in the capital Thimphu. The government also issued stay at 

home order restricting movement of people, vehicles, schools, institutions, offices and commercial 

establishments. 

The Bhutanese borders remains monitored and closed to tourists. 

 The coronavirus count in Bhutan now stands at 150 cases with 105 (70%) recoveries with 45 active 

cases according to latest health ministry figures. No death is reported due to the virus.  

For the latest national updates you may visit https://www.gov.bt/covid19/ 

SRI LANKA  

Sri Lanka’s COVID-19 measures have received the World Travel and Tourism Council’s (WTTC) 

Safe Travels stamp, but Sri Lanka has postponed the reopening of Colombo International airport 

for commercial purpose. 

The coronavirus case count in Sri Lanka now stands at 2,902 cases with 2,760 (95.1%) recoveries 

according to latest health ministry figures. 11 (0.4%) deaths are reported due to the virus.  

For the latest national updates you may visit https://srilanka.travel/covid19/ 

In case you missed it: previous updates here. 
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